and the central nervous system, genetic factors in thyroid disease, the occurrence of deafness with thyroid dysfunction, types of thyroid growth, genesis of nodular goitre, and naturally-occurring goitrogens.
It is quite evident that a wide field of thyroid research has been well covered in this review. The high standard maintained by all the contributors is a tribute to Dr. N. B. Myant, who, as Scientific Editor, is responsible for this excellent publication. It can wholeheartedly be recommended to all clinical biochemists who wish to keep abreast of developments in thyroid research.
G This work is divided into four Sections : Bacteriology, Chemical Pathology, Haematology and Histology and each Section has a Section Editor who is not necessarily a contributor. Each Section comprises some six or seven chapters dealing with different topics, each topic having its own author. Readers of this Proceedings will naturally turn first to the Section on Chemical Pathology, but there are matters in the other Sections of interest to them, such as the chapters on the haemoglobinopathies by Dr. Lehmann, on radio-active iron studies by Drs. WetherbyMein and Hutt, on rheumatism and connective tissue diseases by Drs. Bywaters and Scott, on radio-active isotopes in the laboratory by Dr. Curran and on renal biopsy by Drs. Pirani and Muehrcke. Readers interested in endocrine problems will find Dr. Barr's chapter on cytological tests for chromosomal sex valuable. Naturally the standard of these chapters varies but they are all good. By contrast the Section on Chemical Pathology is not up to the standard of the other Sections ; Dr. Payne deals with failure to thrive in infancy in a manner that is attractive and instructive but the rest of the Section is of less interest. The chapters on calcium metabolism, on indole metabolism and on paper electrophoresis bring out little that is not generally known.· The investigation and management of patients submitted to hypophysectomy is set out somewhat confusingly. The most disappointing chapter deals with serum transaminase and lactic dehydrogenase in the diagnosis of myocardial infarction; there is too much discussion (If technical considerations, of which there is no lack in readily available, contemporary literature, but there is little to help the clinical pathologist in assessing critically the value of these tests in the diagnosis or management of cardiac infarction, which is the sphere where help is needed.
Excessive concern with technique is to be deprecated. The advent of automation will inevitably take from the average laboratory some of its concern with technical methods ; these will become more the concern of the manufacturers of the machines used in the analyses. The chemical pathologist will become more of a physician and less of a technician, and the increasing importance of chemistry in relation to disease thrusts on the chemical pathologist an important duty in the education of younger medical officers. The present volume does little to help him in this role in respect of chemical pathology. At a time when we should be worried by the increasing publication of review articles in specially compiled books instead of in recognised review journals, your reviewer is faced with the opposite situation-Volume II of Chromatographic Reviews. This brings together, in a 46s. book, six review articles which have already appeared in the Journal of Chromatography during 1959. The only change is that the two reviews which were not originally in English have been translated. Because skimming through the monthly issue of the Journal of Chromatography should be a prescribed, and often a rewarding, task for all clinical biochemists, they should therefore be aware of these reviews without the need of a book. However, the Editor's Preface states that, "it is envisaged to change this policy in the future and if the case should arise that insufficient space is available in the journal, some reviews might only appear in the bound volumes." Why not leave reviews entirely to the books and keep the journal for original research papers?
As might be expected from its origin, the present volume is a strange mixture of totally D. N. Press, Covers different styles of review. Two articles could equally well have appeared as chapters in Methods of Biochemical Analysis because they furnish full, bench-top details of procedure in a limited field. These sections are contributed by Biserte on the" Paper Chromatography of Dinitrophenyl-amino-acids" with excellent f1owsheets, tables, and maps, and by Harbourne on the "Chromatography of Flavenoid Pigments "; both are authoritative, complete and useful. By contrast, the first review is a highly condensed summary of everything ever published on " Gas-Liquid Chromatography" -theory, apparatus, techniques, applications -with 619 references including 50 other reviews. Far better to read a proper book on the subject. An article on Starch Electrophoresis by Bloemendal is subtitled" Part I : Starch Block Electrophoresis" so presumably the column and gel modifications are still to come. A discussion on " Inorganic Absorption and Precipitation Chromatography" attempts to introduce some order into the many mechanisms involved, though even the author admits that "the technique has perhaps not 15 fully lived up to expectations."
The review of most importance to clinical biochemists is that by Prins on " The Separation of Different Types of Human Haemoglobin." This stresses that at least two independent techniques (zone electrophoresis and cation exchange column chromatography) must be used to detect the minor variants and subfractions of abnormal haemoglobins, and is well worth reading, but it ought to have been read at its first appearance. JOHN B. JEPSON Essentials of Chemical Pathology. Baron.
The English Universities London. Third Impression, Paper lOs. 6d.
Members' attention is drawn to the fact that the third impression of this book which was first published in 1957 and reviewed in the Newsletter for February, 1958 is now also available in a paper back form at the low cost of lOs. 6d.; the cloth edition still remains at 25s. 
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